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The Rural Poor Today
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Big challenges impact rural places differently 

(depending on local conditions)

Economic challenges

Loss of stable, blue collar jobs that pay a living wage and decades of neglect in 
poor areas

Demographic changes

An aging population, outmigration of young and the educated, and a growing 
immigrant population

Environmental pressures

Environmental degradation and stress on natural resources; impact of climate 
change and high energy costs

Civic Challenges

Do people trust each other?  

Do people from all walks of life participate in community decisions?  

Do people invest in the community – put time and money into building 
institutions and programs to benefit the whole community? 



Persistent Child Poverty by Metropolitan Status, 1970 to 2007

Source: Analysis by K.M. Johnson, The Carsey Institute of  Census data supplied by USDA-ERS and SAIPE, 2007
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Policy Solutions to Aid Working Families…

and a Safety Net
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