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Rural Poverty in the United States

Poverty rates by residence, 1959-2003
Nohmelro poverty has been higher than melro in every year since 1959
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Average Poverty Rates among All

People by Place Type in the U.S.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Data were calculated from the American Community Survey, 3-Year Estimates, 2006-2008.




Adult Poverty Status by Educational
Attainment in the US by Place Type
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Data were calculated from the American Community Survey, 3-Year Estimates, 2006-2008.




Poverty Status of Young Children by

Fami .= 1-the oy Place Type
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Data were calculated from the American Community Survey, 3-Year Estimates, 2006-2008.




The Rural Poor Today

Poverty is high for rural minorities ~
1 in 3 of Blacks, Native Americans,
and Hispanics are poor (11% of
rural Whites)




Big challenges impact rural places differently
(depending on local conditions)

Economic challenges

Loss of stable, blue collar jobs that pay a living wage and decades of neglect in
poor areas

Demographic changes

An aging population, outmigration of young and the educated, and a growing
immigrant population

Environmental pressures

Environmental degradation and stress on natural resources; impact of climate
change and high energy costs

Civic Challenges
Do people trust each other?
Do people from all walks of life participate in community decisions?

Do people invest in the community — put time and money into building
institutions and programs to benefit the whole community?




Persistent Child Poverty by Metropolitan Status, 1970 to 2007

Metro Counties (1090)
Nonmetro Counties (2051)
I Metro Persistent Child Poverty (124)
I Nonmetro Persistent Child Poverty (593)

Source: Analysis by K.M. Johnson, The Carsey Institute of Census data supplied by USDA-ERS and SAIPE, 2007




Tough conditions in concentrated
poverty areas, rural and urban

Bad schools, Low skills, Teen
Isolation: "lowlevels of . low labor pregnancy
. . Stigma, low
Physicaland = education, . force and lone
. . expectations
Social high dropout attachment, parent
rates scarce jobs families

Lack of
public safety,
crime and
drugs




Policy Solutions to Aid Working Families...
and a Safety Net

| * Raise minimum
wage
e Expand tax credits

Encourage
work and
make it pay

Provide a
safety net

e TANF
e Food Stamps
e Etc.

upport
working
families

Invest in
educating
poor children -
connect
youth to the
mainstream

e Child care
¢ Health insurance
¢ Paid leave

Early childhood
education

e Quality child care

* Youth mentoring and
training programs




Contact Information

Questions, Comments?

Marybeth Mattingly, Ph.D.
Director of Research on Vulnerable Families
The Carsey Institute
University of New Hampshire
(603) 862-2961
beth.mattingly@unh.edu
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